1867]           JNUW   YORK  PARTY POLITICS          229

suffered, and the effect on the leading politicians when they
finally effected a reunion was to make them more intensely
partisan and wanner adherents to organization.

To maintain the ascendancy in national affairs and
regain influence at the South, the Democrats of New York,
who clung to the organization without planting themselves
firmly on immutable principles, became the apologists of
the Secessionists, without, however, to any considerable
extent adopting that theory. The consequence was the
overthrow of the Democratic Party when Lincoln was
elected, but the extreme men, determined to preserve the
organization, while they did [not] subscribe to Secession,
opposed the Administration, which struggled to put down
that heresy and maintain the national existence.

When the War was over, and the question [arose] of re-
instating the States which had undertaken to secede in the
Federal Union, with harmony and fraternal feeling, a Radi-
cal faction sprang up among the Republicans to prevent it,
who taking "stand outside the Constitution," denied the
equal political rights of the States and put under the ban
of proscription the whole people of the South. President
Lincoln, and President Johnson, who succeeded him, were
Union men, but the former was assassinated early in that
contest. President Johnson, an original Democrat, enforced
the doctrine and principles which Lincoln had initiated.
They were the views of the Democrats everywhere and of
all Republicans who were not of the Radical faction; but
the Democratic organization, with Seymour and Tilden as
leaders, failed to support and identify themselves with the
Administration. Party was with them paramount to
country. They did not oppose President Johnson, but they
held off and declined to be recognized as his supporters.
They approved his views and principles, but they had not
voted for him and their opponents had.

October 8, Tuesday. In a dispatch to Van Valkenburg,
which Seward read to-day in Cabinet, he instructed the